THE

NATIONAL TRIBUNE: WASHINGTON, D. C., THURSDAY, APRIL 21, 1892.—TWELVE PAGES.

MOUND-B[E_LDERS.

An Interesting Discussion of Their
Refuse-Heaps.

——i

Neollthic Date of the Mound.-Builders—
Thelr Relation to Preceding and Subse-
guent FPopulations—Character of Their
Kemains—The Social Piiase Which They
Represented—* Forefathers of the Fres-
esnt Indians.”

g

e

BY DR, J. H. FORTER.

EFUSE heaps are
called by different
names in the various
conniries mpon whose
rivers and coasts they

ent materials, althongh
for the most part these
masses, often of great
| size, chiefly consist of
oveter, muscle, clam
omother mellusk ghells,
Nenrly all of them are |
¥ prehistorie, and in the |
layers which suceessive
generations of savapge
feasters added they
bave left behind
much from which sr-
chmolagists now divine
the character of their
lives, those animais
which were associated
with them, the state of
their primitive arts and those social phases |
shroneh which they had passed.

“They have revealed,” says the Marqnis de |
Nadailine, “the every-day life, the food, the
manners, the jonrners, and the migrations ot
preliistoric men.” By means of these kitchen-
middens sheil-heaps, sambaguis, “their progress
can be followed and their gradual improvement
noted.”

Such remains may be regarded as monnds l
sonsirncted without design. It isevident that
they were not the work either of isolated
savages or of small nomadic grovps, wandering |
shelteriess ppon the earth, butof “a numerous |
I‘"“I"I"‘ living in social interconrse and dwelling

or loug periods in asingle locality.”

These relics of the pastare not perhapsso old
as the paimolithic implements described in a
previous paper, nor are most of those existing
on thie continent coeval with the skeletons Dr.
Luond found in the limestone caverns of the

acoa do Snmidouro, in Brazil, or probably
with the pamps man of Amaghino, who roofed
kis subterrancan bouse with the back plate of
the great fossil armadiile,

Still, gmong those shell-heaps, which extend
gll along the Atlantic Coast from Maine to
Florida, and sre found upon the rivers empty- ’

l
|
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fog into this ocesn, many are, without doubt,
wery ancient, and many may be contemporane-
evs with snything in the way of post-glacial
remains yvet discovered.

The constroctions of the Mound-buiiders
proper, however, are very different from the |
ahove-mentioned monuments of an ante-his- |
toric era, The mound itsell belongs to every |
eonntry in ite earlier ages. It might almost be |
g:id that mankind at large had built tumuli, ‘
eairns and burrows for their dead; that they
kad everywhere made artificial elevations on
which to place altars, temples, palaces, sud
eitadels

Nevertheless, the earthworks of Amerlea
stand by themselves, and nowhere elce are they
egualed either in extent, variety of form and
structure, or in adapiation to so large s number
of nses,

American monnds are squsre, ovel, ronnd,
buiit in the shape of rectangular parallelo-
grams, and occasionally assume friangular or
F.‘_v:ﬂnu‘. outlines, From Wiseonsin to the
sulf of Mexics gigantic represcutations of ani-
msls were formed of earth—totems of ruling |
tribes, probably—in which ease the absence of |

the Luman frame is readily gccounted for,
#¢ince this was seldomn or never used for totemic
PUT‘ nsng,

Besides definite seometrical figures there |
were |ikewiee curtains covering the entrances |
to field fortifications, platforms for super-
structures of many kinds, pyramids dedicated
$0 similar ends, and long lines of straight em-
bankment that Morgan supposes to have served
as supports to the communal dwellings of an-
elent villages.

Thess works wers frequently defensive in
character, they contributed to protect culti-
vated arens aud defend places of sacrifice or
conncil prounds, to secure prebistoric towns
from surprize, to goard assemblies of the people |
eugaged in social business or religious rites,
and were desizned to maintain the integrity of
struesic positions upon an extended seale, and

are found. They are
also composed of diffor- ’

forms s single species, and that the human
race is not only a unit, but has been continuous
from the first. The antiguity of maakind, the
degree to which adjustment and readjustment
may change them, and the extent of primitive
peoples’ migrations have all been underesti-
mated and misconceived under the influence
of theoretical preconceptions, Those writers
who are probably the best prepared to express
an authoritative opinion upon this guestion
say that the type represented by the Mound-
builders was not unigue.

Dr. Brinton’s statement to the effect that
these works were constrocted by *the fore-
futliers of the present Indians,” expresses the
sense of this school of ethnologists, and Cava
remarks in this connection their assignment to
“a mythical people of a different ui\'iiizn_imn,
is to reject a simple and satisfactory expiana-
tion of a fact in favor of one that is far-fetched
and incomplete.”

In both instances the populations belogged
to the Neolithic Period. The tribes who
erected the carthworks of Ohio, Tadiana, and
Illincis, and those who were found by the
early French, English. and Spanish explorers

| longing to

| ap

| mereial intercourse are found in the toamuli of

these which were ernamental, curious, or had

| and more powerful among undeveloped peo-
| ples,

' had arrived at the age of cut and polished
| terinl, and ecarved

| this kind of scalpture may be called character-

| exccution, and ornamentation ”” eeramie art in
| this ecountry surpassed that belonging to een-
| tral Eurcpe in a similar period,

! ' - "
Alleganies has been penpled for an nnknown

| tlmea,

in the walleys of the Mississippi and its tribu-
tarics. corresponded closely, so far as their
culture is concerned,
'Th nees of life, croeds and customs of
f the forests and piains will l_ao
considered v, 1t i3 now necessary, in
order that this skcteh may make some Ap-
proach to compleieness, to deseribe those be-
ho former people.
vaces of homuan presence anywhess
1an these farnished by ceramie re-
in its fragmeonts, one

the Lnd i:n‘

1Ll ¢ NR £

Bu! few

mains. foltery is even i
the most indestraotible of all substances,
s also in some 1 ano of the most

1¢ the produetions of mankind.
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Ihoorigin of the potler’s art, like that of ull
others, is purely conjectural, sad it is very im-

1

probable th they had s common origin.
There must have been an immeuse period
when men made nothing and this was followed
by one during which their rude experiments
in difficrent directions which did not result in
iciently perfect to be permancent.
Wherever they lived, however, human be-
ings who had passed primitive savagery
stiempted to propare and preserve fooed, and the
plasticity of wet clay, its presence everywhere,
and theobvious fact thatit hardened with hest,
naturaliy sugeested it as a material for manu-
faciure, Dut the clay itself and tiie processes
to whieh it wus subjected differed considerably
with locality. Ior example, better pottery was
made in Missouri than in Olio; that of Ken-
‘ky and Virginia canuot be compared with
earthenware of liiinois, and the Michigan
mannfsciures are the coarsest of all.
Althongh the evidences of an extensive com-

nt
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intercommunication
Articles, chiefly

thesa and other States,
was bath slow and iadirect,

some superstitions sigaificance, passed from
tribe to trite nntil they had traversed long dis-
tances, but, for every reasen, the groups them-
gclves were more or less jsolated.

All that the highest civilization ein accom=
plish has not as yet fitted men to live together
in societies without wutual aggression and out-

ANT™MAL BHAPES OF MoUNDS IN WISCONRIN,
rage, and in the nature of things the elements

of all kinds contrituting to disaggregation
and incoherence mns<t be both more numercna

Thosa of whom we are spraking at present
stone, They made pipes and vases of this ma-
it into the likeness of ani-
mals with which they were familiar, Indeed,
istic of the prehistoric Americans, Farther,
if utensils of the same kind be taken topether,
there is little doubt that *alike in material,

That immense area between the Ohin River
and Gulf of Mexico, the Mississippl and the

The multiplicity and wvariety of itas
structores witness to the presence of a nnmer-
ous population, whose general likeness is es-
tablished Ly those evidenees which the monnds
have pregerved, These indicate similar barial |

sditionally they formed the Sowatistle ad | rites, arts, and industries, Nomads could never
ris ERd IRy e LOT Cl & H ; - - hroten na intranshmas = T
}u‘a"!" to uil ihe srchitectare of Hio pr:'iud that | n._tl‘ ) ‘-_'. .:l_ ‘I 1p .._I.;..it !.r.mi.Jt(qqu 1al' in ;’rrte;xt.- ’
At : o= : © | and, iu fact, would have had no motive for
was intended to be permanent. e {
Fi r'.i:‘ re '.:P';.L;{;;r’!'f-hm’.;:!e,&tmnricﬂ and Mex- | d"‘.:,: . . [
es BhiisAnsanit ahethar mrr-'*i*ucted ofearth | _ Lhesame reasoning applies to thelrsnbstroet- |
alone or of m;:;',-r'h *':-m-.u.i. w:vh-#‘t{me lost tq‘-i'r oS Sk Romhites ail Cactifind Hustosaros Hot |
"_ el s "‘-r.s .-‘w,‘r. -arlu-i ;th; p.&ﬂ. o!" th,e cdn_t.'- pullic assemblies, Multitudes such as Iabored l
nent they »im*:'v ﬂf;r\:od ‘as foundations lﬁr h-ﬂ" Inast have bosn arpely supported by ax- |
buildings a;-d. ;i.;?}-(':lu(-d in the shape of tran- | FiCUilure, and they were most probably in some
u;'. s demr oy e purpose. to I‘:hir‘h the degree pastoral anlse. Whether their constroe-

mounud was applicd, namely, as & place of
sepuleher, has scareely been noticed, yvet this
waus one of its prineipsl nees, and probably the
ene for which it was originaliy designed,
Bepnichral mounds differed considerably in
Sbeir dimensiors and in the maoner in which

Prat or AxciextT Works NrEAR Nrwarzre,
Ox10,

they were constructed. Sometimes the dead
were placed in u superficial grave and the seil
solidly beaped upon them,
their relics were inclosed in erypts of gtone
with all the applisnces and ornamenta that
savage imagination conceived a8 essential to
the Lonor or nccessities of the departed in a
life beyond the grave which was but a repeti-
tion of that which they had led here,

3]
-

These grave hieaps record the existence of !

many diflerent mortfuary customs, and ti:!-y
ehow conclusively that all the European metl-

ods of disposing of the dead, Including crema- |
tion, were in wvogue in America during suc- |

cossive periods of the prehistoric ages. A
number of crauis, tozether with other portions

of the skeleton, have been disinterred from |

these burial places,

With regard to thelr average type as indica-
tive of Inferiority or superiority of organiza-
tion, there seems to be no doult that the men
towhbom they belonged were of a relatively low
ord More than this cannot be sald with any
cerlalely, The specimens have not been na-

merous enotigh to warrnnt sweeping general-

{zutions, por are the relations of conflguration
and eapacity to mental development yot ascer-
fzined.

A somewhat extensive literature exists npon
$his sulject, and the general tendeney of scien-
g un has herclofore set strongly to-
Wt e canclusion that
which the tribes belonged who subsequently
occupied the central rogion of the United
Eintes in which the greater number of these
yrelistorie relies have been brought to light.

EvoryMing, however, that has been die-
sovered in the various departments of natural

oulenes lands t0 confizm the beliaf that man

|

tions were effected by econtinnons work or :
whether they are to be looked upon as of grad. l
ua! growth, social orzanization to the degroe |
that in those days the multitude were nnder
some kind of abiding control and direection is !
an unavoidable conclusion, not only from all |
the circumstances sttaching to this particolar i
ingtance and from everything that is known of |
the characters of unevolved mankind every-
where,

Little more than this can be gald without
going into details and explanations, for which |
there is no gpace. Ho far as the implicktions
of natural science apply to the Mound-builders, |
there is no more resson for supposing thata
special type of mankind once inhabited the
region where their works exist and then prazed
away vtterly than there iz for the old opinion
thut genera and species in zoclogy are discon-
tinunons and stand by themselveas, It has been
pointed out that Palsolithic men wore distrib-
uted gonerally over the continent, and that be-
fore t California Gold Drift contalped |
$hie relic of & far moie sucicnt race.

Nothing warrauts a denial of the genersl] re-
lations of sacce=sion between all the hnman in-
habitants of the Weostern World, which has evl-
dently been populated long enough for the evo-
Intion of ihose dilierences by which they are
AT Ko,

It rerunins to =ay that, slthongh this race, so
far asanatomical evidence goes, was an inferior

vese Lhe

On other oceasions |

this race was sut |
generis—wae altogether different from that to |

ons, it had made a certain definite and unmis-
I takableadvance in mental development. Man, |
living or dead, and mortal power, no longer |
limited the possibilities of eoneception concern- |
ing the higlest being, and bhad ceased to be i
the ceuter and source of all manifestations of
encrgy. They bad generalized the efliciencies
of the ghoest, and attained to a view, however
fmperfect, of Impersonal action In nature. The
sun revivifled the earth, and in its beneficence
was ullke towards all, This they worshiped
with calte ditfering in development, but, in so
fur as i3 known, alloyed in all casce by the sur-
vival of those darker superstitions belonging to
an earlier social state, according to which
human sacrifice, for instance, as being one in
which immolation was made of a life mwore val-
| nable than that of the beasts, was locked upon
as most pleasing to the Deity,

Agnin, as the other world wa= a eonnterpart
of this one, and the veeds and feelings of the
| spirit were unchanged by its departure, here,
| as elzewhere, they murdered and buried alive
tiie wives and retainers of a chief in order that
he might be properly attended in the realms
of shade,

1t is probable, however, that in some places
mortuary rites and their accompanying beliefs
| bud transcended the epoch in which the ghost

was eonsidered to be altogether the same with
& living being, mnd this aud the other world
to be identical. The carthen images found in
geveral sepulchral monnds are mast likely sub-
| stitutes for actusl victims. They symbolize
the ritoalistic coneception, hut belong to a date
in which a certain dematerialization of eacri-
fice succeeded its enrlier barbaritiea as a conse-
pence of luteliectnal growth,

The forcpeoing statements contaln most of
what is known eoncerning the Mound-builders,
{ Farthor south these carthworksare replaced by
| stong structores, and as an intermediaste term
between thess and the remains of partially-
settled Iudian tribes may be placed those
remuing that ere known under the gencral
name of clifl-dweliings.

There is no certaioty sbont the¥ehronology
of these monuments, and it is impossible to
say how far back in time the Pueblos of Ari-

| wes sown late and badly pat in.

| ent prospects will not make one-third of a crop;

| not be leas than 15 par cent, short of last year's

ford protection to their inhabitants. But if
succession in time is uncertain the relation
which such remains sustain to each other as
marking social eras is evident, and before en-
tering upon the subject of American races
proper, it will be well to present an outline of
the grand movements of populations upon the
continent at Yarge, and of the general features
which distinguish these aggregates.

THE WHEAT REPORT. |

Condition and Prospect of the Crop Through-
out the Country.

ARKANSASR,

The wheat erop in this Township looks 10 per
cent. thriftier than it did at this time last year.
About two-thirds the usual ncreage was secded,
and that late, on account of dry weather. Itis
now growing fast, spreading, and bids fair to
be & full erop.—J. I'. Owex, Gaither, Boone
Co., Ark.

CALIFORNTA.

Baginning with the Iast of December, wao
have liad timely rains up to this time for the
different grains grown here—whent, oata and
barloy. The acreage is above the average.
Crop and fruit prospects generally good. —W. I,
Janmes, Valley Center, San Diego Co., Cal,

We have had plenty of rain, and crops are in
fine condition. There ia searcely ever afailure
here,—J, D, Coatrs, Elk River, Hamboldt Co.,
Cal.

DELAWARE.

The wlieat of Kent County looks tolerably
fair. I think there will be an average crop.—
IL. C. Dean, Harrington, Del,

ILLINOIS,

Wheat lonked thin and light on the ground

at the beginning of Winter, but has been pro-

tected from cold by suow; hus had no freezing |

and thawing in March to bring it out of the |
ground. The warm ‘weather and rains have
had agood effect on it, and I don’t think I ever
saw the fields look greener or preliier at this
time.—A. W. PaurL, Coulterville, Randolph Co.,
11i.

The late rains have bronght the wheat out
wonderfully, the average being equal with last
vear's crop.  The acreage is alsoabout equal to
last year's.—J., H, McDovGar, Atheuns, Me-
nard Co,, 111

The prospects for a large wheat crop in this
the baunner wheat County in this State are very
good. The acreage sown is fully up to last
year's—W. S Hawrr, Fruit, Magdizon Co,, Il

I'he wheat erop in this vicinity was injured
very much by the drouth, hut we have pros-
peets of a half erop.—GEo. WiLsON, Jauesville,
Coles Co., 1iL

INDIAYA.

Tlie late rains have saved the wheat crops In
ceniral Indiana, and now unless rust or some
nntoward circumstance sets in & fine crop will
be harvested. Tho acreago is large.—JAcoB
A. Goix, Co. B, Bth Ind. Cav., Omega, Hamil-
ton Co,, Ind,

INDIAN TERRITORY.

In the northern part of the Indian Territory
adjoining Cherokeo County, Kan. (also Chero-
kee County, Kan.) wheat is doing fine. [Pros-
peet of & good wheat crop. Oats pretty well.
All sown.—T, H, McCoxxEeLL, Melrose, Kan.

KANSAS,

Wheat In this section (=ountheastern Ford
County) i3 cominz rizht to thn front, recent

reporis to the conirary notwithstanding., Much
of it did not come up tiil this Spring. That |
which was “hoggad” in don'’t look quite so
well. It bids fair, jndzing from present indi-
cations, to make a good crop. A large acreage i
of cals and barley is being put out. Corn will
not be planted this sesson to a very large ex-
tent. The bad weather during the greater part
of March put farmwork back considerably.—
W. V. CurLver, Bucklin, Kan.

Wheat looks flue in this County. Best pros-
pect for a crop that ever was known at this
time of the year.—R. U Garxges, Coronado,
Wichita Co., Kan,

MICHIGAN.

Wheat In this sectlon is looking well on
sandy and gravelly land, but on clay it is
badly damaged, especially late-sown wheat.
The weather has been good for it for the last
week, a8 we are having plenty of rain, IF it
ghould eome off dry & good many pieces would
have a hard scramble to make a half crop,—
W. G. PorTER, Weston, Lenawee Co., Mich,

MISSOURL

Wheat looks bad; very bad. T think our
wheat cannot make two bushels to the acre,
because of dry Fall and freezing-out in the

| bogan the extended

Wiuter, We have had filve good wheat erops
in snceession, but this one seems to be a faiinre,
Wheat is 70 cents per bushel. The peach buds J
seem to be killed by the eold Winter; 244 de- |
greez below zero was too much for them, We
saved Lhe buds on 25 trees by leveling them
down last Fall and covering well with straw,
I have been a farmer 24 years in Missonri.—
Jonx T, Wapr, Corporal, Co. H, 117th Ohio,
and Co, H, 1at Ohio H, A,, Coffeysburg, Davicas
Co., Mo.

The wheat prospect in this part of the
County is poor. The drouth in the Fall re-
tarded the sowing till late, and a good portion
of the seed perished. Wheat that did come up
lonked very bad, and will not make the secd
gown. Since my 13 years' residencs in this
section 1 have never scon the prospect 8o poor,
with but one exception, when the wheat failed
almost entirely.—James M. TrimsLs, Cu. E,
734 11l., Norton, Saline Co., Mo,

Wheat does not look 23 well as lest year's.
Owing to the dry Full and the late tillage 1t
We have an
averago acreage sown which isnow coming ont
and looks very well at this time, I think we
will make an average crop if nothing befalls it
from this on.—G. W. Horkixs, Co. G, 3d M. 8.
B., Brussells, Lincoln Co., Mo.

The wheat crop in thia part of the County,
end just vorth of the County line, In Monroe
Connty, is almoest & total fallure, and from pres-

the late sowing being especially poor.—SaM-
url. WARD, Rowena, Audrain Co., Mo.

Wheat in this County (Howell, south Mls-
eouri) is extra good.—E. J. BraNonarp, 24
Obhio L. A., Peace Valley, Howell Co.,, Mo,

NEW YORK,

Yheat never locked better all throngh she
Connty, I have not written, before Leenuse
Febroary and March are the months that try
the wheat here, bint the freezing time iz over
now, and the promises ara for a fair era p.—{i g0,
GreeNxwoon, P, O. Box 76, Ransomville, Niag-
ara Co, N. Y,

OHTO,

The prozpect for whent in this loeailty has
improved wonderfully the past week., Tield
that looked almost bare during onr March
freczing, look quite green now. We Lad a
large yield last year, and the present erop will

erop.—I. Tuoxmas, Center, Moutgomery Co., O,

Wheat I8 not us promising as one year ago,
Come early-sown ficlds ars geod, but late wheat
on clay land is poor. We have liad & good deal
of rain lately, which has helped the lute-sown
wheat very much., 1 fear tho young clover is
injured.—J. B, A,, West Leipsic, Putnarm Co,, O,

In tLis part of the County wheat looks very
unfavoreble, on account of dry weather in the
Iall, and too much freczing and thawing in
March. From prescnt indications the crop
will be short feom 30 to 40 per cent. of that of
lnst year's,—JacoB BuLsir, bMartel, Marion
Co., O.

WEST VIRGINTA,

Tho wheat so far as I have scen looks well,
very well. The frosts of the past fow days
have Injured the fruit a good deal, but still we
have a good bit left,—Ron'r P, Mclag, Bt
Albaus, Kanawha Co., W. Va.

_ - - —
Read “ Better than a Pension.” ESes page 4,
e
Capt. Jos, Danteln Dead,

Capt. Joseph Daniels, 1st Minn, Cav. (Mounted
Rangers), died at his residence in Washington,
on Thursday, April 14, of neurnlgia of the
heart., Capt. Daniels was born in Windsor, Vi,
in 1818, and in early life moved to western
New York. He went to St. Paul, Mioun., in
1850, and practiced law until the outbreak of
the war, when he raised a company and was
commissioned Captain of the Mounted Rang-
ers, which was engazred in fighting the Indians
of the Northwest., Ile was at one tlmme Chief
of Cavalry on the staff of Gen. Sibley, At the
close of the war he came to Washington, where
he has since practiced law, and proscented
claims egainst the Government., Io was a
member of Reynolds Post, 6, Grand Army of
the Republie; a prominent Mason, being a mem-
ber of De Molay Commandery, Knight Tem-

Jara, and a 32d degreo Scottish Rite Mason,
ha was buried en X¥riday, April 15, at Glen-
wood Cemetery.

Sos notlea “ Pntd.m;h Pictures of the War™

’mlcui::tirms of thielr condition

] zoua extend, or when those eyries in the rocky

sides of the southwestern canyons ceascd Lo af-

o suoiber page.

KILLING THE SEAL

The Bad Results of Pelagic Hunting
Explained.

How the Natives Hant—Their Ohjection to
Fire-arms—Legal Killing-—-The Rookerios
on Pribylov Islands—The Root of the Ber-
ing Sea Troubles—The Only Way to ¥re-
serve the Commercial Value of the Fur-

Seal,

—_——— B —

BY HENRY W, ELLIOTT.

——

HE first white traders
appoared off the north-
west eoast of America
in 1786-'8), eruising up
and down lbetween
Prince William's Sound,
Conk’s Inlet, and the
Coast of Oregon, They
ohanrved Indiana off
the Straits of Fnea en-
gagoed at timea in spear-
ing fur-seala ont al sea,
quite n considerabls
distanee from land.
it a3 the sea-otter
ekins was the only ob-
jeet in view for our
roopla then, no attention was given to the
subject of fur-senl skins—they were then
of little or no valua, Affer wo took posses-
sion of Alaska, in 1867, thoa fur-seal islands
in Bering Sea were carefully managed by the
Government, and the vuioe of this industry
rapidly increased. White men, in 1572, began
to take notice of the wmanner in which the
Makah Indians at Capa Flattery captured
their fur-seals, and soon they followed snit.
But thoy fitted out schooners at first, and cac-
ried hunting parties ol these natives out to sea,
go that the Indians need not make for tha land
at every nightfall, whereby a great deal of
time was lost by them,

The savages do all of their hunting with a
gpear, and captnre only those animals which
thoy happen to find sleeping in the water. By
quictly paddling tho canos up from the lee-
ward, thoe hunter is brought within casy strik-
ing distance of the slesping seal, and the spear
head ones fastened in the hody of the seal, the
escape of that animal is impossible, becanss a
lina is attached to the weapon, and the savage
hunter can and does draw the weunded crea-
ture up to the gunwale of the ecanoe, where it is
hit on the skull with a short-handled elub and
speedily sccured.

American and Canadian fishermen of Van-
conver's Island and Puget Sound in the seven-
ties began to serionsly nndertake the business
of sealing for themselves, but the Indians did
not funey working for their white brethren at
fir:t, becanse they used rifles and shotguns,

This use of fire-arma the nativea declared
was all wrong,—it scared the seals away; and
then, too, the white hunters killed and

wounded so mnny that they did not recover |

tha bodies af, jut geal skins were valuable
and growing more 8o every vear; so the whita
men grew restless; then, finally, in 1885-1880,

the herd of fur-seals up into BEering Sea, and
carried on their wvessels Iudian canoes and
crews to man them.

In 187274 when I firstvisited the Pribylov
or Seal Islands of Alaska, the only open-water
hunting of the fur seal then done was as I have
illnstrated it, Hers off the entrance of the
Straits of Fuea, sgomo seven to 15 miles, and
np along the west coast of Viancouver Island,
are a series of fishing banks, upon which great
numbers of halibut and other food-fishea resort
at certain gensons of the year. To and from
these banks from time lmmemorial the sav-
ages of that coast have traveled in their neat
dugout canoes, They areshrewd judges of the
weather, and must be 80, a2 an ocecan journay
ont 15 oy 20 miles to sea and back again after
fishing in the sameo day, would be a highly
risky undertaking, for when Btorms do arise
off Cape Flattery (and they often do), they are
proverbial for their scverity and the wildness
of the water.,

The example and success of the hardy sav-
2ges has led onr peopls into the active prosecn-
tion of an industry known ns pelagic fur-ssal-
ing, which has nearly precipitated a war be-
tween Americaand Great Britain, Huappily the
counsels of maderation have prevailed and we
have peace with honor,

The fact has been pretty woll eatablished

{ now that the fur-scal rookeries of Bering Sea
| on the Pribylov Islands are in danger of com-
| mercial ruin; that the nombers of thoso ani-

mal4 have bean so diminished sinco I made my
in 1872-'71 as
to be less than one-third in 1590 of my figures
mads 16 yeurs ago.

Now, if we are going tosave these seals {rom
Indiseriminate slaughter in the high seas, wo
want to save them by taking that action which
will result in the greatest good to the greatest
number, not only of our own people, but of the

| people of the whole civilized world where furs

are prized and worn,

With this object honeslly exhibited wa can
confidently ask for and seeurs the co-operation
of that foreign aid necessury to save the Priby-
lov rookeries from commercial ruin. I say
“ecommereial rain,” because saving merely tho
apecies from exlermination is not cnough, and
is in itself an idle attempt wera it made,
Everyhody will admit the sonndness of this
geoeralization, Now evines the tug of war
over what weshall do to'g&ecomplish this result—
i. e, John Ball, RRussia, and the United Statea,

The fur-seals are killed for their skins by the
open-water linnters from the time they first
strike thie Culifornian coast in February until
thiey return to the islands in Bering Sea dur-
ing the July following, I am nob oppozed to
these men, but 1 am apposed to their methods,

The pelagic sealer kills indiscriminately old
and young, male and femnle, if he kills at all,
gineos ho cunnot possibly tell these classes apart
when he shoots at them in the gea, for he sees
nothing but a brief glimpse of o seal’s snout
or neck inthe tumbling water where he shoots,
If he kills at all, he kills everything he hap-
pens to see, and Le cannot discriminate even if
Le desired to,

On the other hand, the legal killing Is done
on thie Pribylov Islands, where it cun be regu-
lated to alisolute limits of age and sex. It can
be so adjusted in its operations so as to be with-
out the least harm to ths regular increase and
preservation of the herd.

Therefore, any fair-minded man ean under-
gtand in the Tight of thess fuets that unchecked
pelagic sealing means a speedy ruin of the
I'ribylov herd as a commercial factor. And
the ouly diflerence of opinion on this score that
can honestly arise will be the question of how
much time will it take to destroy Lhese rook-
eries if the pelagic sealer be not stopped,

The fur-scal Lerd leaves the Pribylov Islands
and Bering Sea every November, and strikes
cut over the North Paeifle Qcean in a S.8.E.
course, until it appears off' the California coast
in February following. It turns northward
and feeds up, so as to be off the Straits of Fuca
in Murch, off Sitka in April, nnder the lee of
Kenal 'eninsula in May, under the lee of Ko-
dink Island and the Alaskan Peninsula in
June, and by the 10th of July it will have re-
entered Bering Sea through the passes of the
Alentian Chain, From July uantil November,
again, this herd remains gn the Pribylov Islands,

—

Just like clockavork
—that's the way your
whole system moves
along, when Doctor
Pierce's Pleasant Pellets
have put it in order.
That's what they're
madoe for—to regulate
the system as well as
cleanse and renovate it,

Thesa are the original
Littls Liver Pills, tiny,
sugnr-coated, anti-bili-
ous granules; mild and

entle in their action,
ﬁut. thorough and effec-
tive—mno pain, no grip-
ing. Oue litile Pellet
for a laxative — three
for a cathartia, Bick
Headache, Billons Headache, Constipation,
Indigestion, Bilious Attacks, and all derange-
ments of the liver, stomach, and bowels are
promptly relisved and parmanently cured

They're tho smallest, easiest, and best to
take—and the cheapest pill yon ean buy, for
they'ra guuran!eet.{} to give eatisfaction, or

our money is return Yeu pay only for

8 good you get,

Can you ask wore or better proof of the
superiorily of those little pillat

cruiznd ‘'which followed |

“have through t

broeding, and feeding within the limits of Be-
ring Sea.

This migration route of the fur-ceal herd of
Alaska is now well understood by at least 100
vessol owners and masters of sealing schooners,
I presnme, to-day, there are at least 100 to 120
of these craft busily ongaged, with their crews,
aggregating some 2,500 Canadian and American
hunters.

This fleat consisted of only 17 vessels In 1886,
20 in '87, 31 in 88, 32 in '89, 42 in '90, and 86
in '91. Thus its growth has been rapid and
the ond is right at hand for the seals, unless the
business be cheeked,

The pelagic catch of 1801, covering every-
thing taken in the open water, waa 62,000
skins. « OF thesa 12,000 were taken in Rnsalan
waters, 10,000 in Bering Sea, 36,000 in the
North Pacific, and some 4,000 off the California
const and the Struits of Fnca.

Had it not been for that modns vivendi of
"91 (which will he renewed for '92), whereby
this pelagic fleet was shut ont from Bering Sea
lIast Snmmer, the catch wonld have been at least
150,000, and the absclute rein of the rookeries
accomplished. For that matter they are sub-
stantially ruined now, and it will requirs great
cars and nice management on the part of onr

Government to restore them, even if we get a |

satisfactory settlement from the coming Doard
of Arhitration at Paris.

Now, this pelagie eateh of 1891, some 62,000
skins, represents the actnal killing, in my
opinion, of at least 180,000 adult animals, and
as 90 per cont. of thom are females heavy with
their unborn young, it means the destruction
of some 300,000 seals, old and young,

[ frankly admit that I cannot prove this
frightfnl waste of life by the pelagie sealer, I
kpow that Canadian and American sealers can
be found who will swear that they do not lose
10 per cent. of what they wound and kill, and
that they do not kill an nundune proportion of
fernales; that they can shoot just as well at sea

[ as on land, and they never, hardly ever, shoot

at a seal nnlees they are sure of getting it.

Iint jnst think a moment. These seals have
the peculiarity of immediately sinking when
instantly killed by a bullet or buckshot, and
of diving and pwimming away when slightly
or even mortally wonnded, unless so wounded
a3 to bs dazed or stunned, and while in this
state they then flounder about at thesuriace
of the water.

Unierstanding this, suppose, for the sake of
argument, that the hunter never makes a mis-
take, but always clean kills his seal, unless
that seal is close by his boat, which so seldom
occurs that it {3 hardly worth presupposing, he
must row that dory over soms 50 to 100 yards
of ruffled, choppy water to the exact spot where
the seal shot at disappeared. Now, if that
water is ruffled by the wind, how is that boat
going to be so steered as to bring up exactiy
over the wake of the seal’s diving, so that the
hunter ean look down into the sea and discern
the sinking carcass, which will be anywhers
from four to six feet submerged and still
slowly sinking? The wake of that seal’s dis-
appearancs is not marked by thesinking carcass
in the slightest manuer, and it is pnre guess-
work on the partof the hunteras to the precise
locality of einking ; and unless, after shooting,
he i3 not over that small spot in less than a
:;li;l!lte or two Le cannot possibly secars the
joly.

Last year thia pelagle far-sealing flect captured
at least 40,000 fnr-scals in the North Pacifie
Ocean, and if that number of seals can be de-
atroyed and secnred in this manner withont a
singlo vessel entering Bering Sea, i3 it not
perfectly clear that closing Bering Sea alonae
will not save the fur-seal herd of Alaska from
commercial rnin ?

If it ware a mera matter of saving thess anl-
mala from extermination as species, then there
wauld be no need of concern from any qnarter;
bnt if these Alaskan rookerics are té be of the
least valao to the commerce of the world, then
the concern is great and the danger positively

| tangible,

If we ever restore thesa interasts to thelr
former fins form and number, such as I beheld
them in during 1872-'74, we must protect the
existing remnant of that herd in the waters of
the North Pacifie Ocean, as well a5 in the
Berlng Sea: we must save them frem molesta-
tion there from May until October every vear,
and to do this we must have the cordial ald
and agroement of Great Britain, It is a mat-
ter of agreement, and not of arbitration.

If she will agree with us, and Ruassia, too, for
that object, then closing her ports and our
ports to the entry and shipment of contraband
sealsking will make it necessary for illegul car-
goes to go around to London (whera all seal-
elcins must go for profitable sale) by Suez or
Panama, & long journey in heated waters,
which will yuin any schooner's cargo if nnder-
taken. The salted skins taken to the Chinese
market will not pay the expenses of the pelazieo
sealer. In short, these gkins must eventnally
all go to London if sold so a3 to bring profit,

Thoe Canadian sealers and Americans, too,
eir agents been during the last
10 years indusiriously trving to establizh the
fact of thers being a distinet rnes of fur-scals
in the North Pacifie Ocean, which {8 repra-
gented by the herd seen off Van

awin
e

with the positive decluration that the destrue.
tion of the fur-seal would ba a great bonefit,
after all, beeausa these animals prey 80 exten-
sively on food-flshes up and down the North-
west Caonst,

I have had little tronhble, howaver, in shows-
Ing that the fur-seal is, in fact, tha best friend
that these food-fishes have. Ilois thesworn
and active enomy of the dogflsh (Squalus acan-
thiag), which 13 in turn the most destructive

| ageney to food-flshes in those waters that is

kunown to man. You diminish the fur-seals in
number, and as you do so you increase the
number of dogfishes, One dogfish can and does
destroy more food-fishes in the conurse of a sea-
son than 50—yes, a hundred—{fuor-seals will or
can, becanse it gorges ftself with the fry of
these species, while the seal dizdainsg soch
“small deer,” and takes the dogfish itself on
sight,

The fur-meal I8 not a distinctspecles from
that known to the Russian rookerles or the
Commander Islanda It is the same animal,
but the difference in temperaturo over thsre,
some 10° Fah, warmer, gives the Russian seals
a lighter coat of fur, and henes they are not se
valpable as the Alaskan pelts are,

The record of the London sales which has
beon made daring thelast 20 years declares thad
in all this time vp to date no Alaskan skin has
ever been taken in the Russian eateh, and vice
versa; po Russian seal has ever been taken on
the P’ribylov Islands, The difference in the
yaluo of the ekins is that the Russian skins are
from 40 to B0 per cent. less than ours, They
ars distinguished instantly at London, where
the two kiuds are sold eide by side at pablie
auction In the old Ifudson Bay Cempauy’s
WaTerooms,

Tha Russian fur-seal hard sponds {ts Winter
months down among the Jupan and Kurile
Islands, It leaves tho Commander Isiands, in
Bering Sea, every November, and returns to
them next June and July, The herds never
eross over in their Winter migrations, but each
keeps to its side of the great Pacific Ocean.

Read ‘' Better than a Pension.” Bes pags 4

Pension Fraods In Pennsylvania,

U. 8. Marshal Paring, of the Twelfth Distrlct
of Pennsylvania, mude an arrest near Montrose
on Saturday eveniug that has caused consider-
able excitement in and about the towns of Sus-
quehanna County., A number of pension fraunds
have beon discovered in Auburn Center, Spriug-
ville, and other places in Susquehanna County
for over a year past. On Saturday the crime
was [ixed upon one George Billings, alias Louis
Van Houten, and his sister, Emma Bolton, who
lives at Auburn Center. In order to gain sev-
eral thousand dollars in pension money they
committed 17 forgeries and admitied their
guilt as soon as the arrests were made. Inone
cuse thoy made an attempt to gain possession
of a $3,000 pension which the Government al-
lowed their mother, BMrs, Phoebe Taylor.
Among the persous whose names were forged
to several papers were Prothonotary Titus-
Worth and Clerk of Courts Ryan, of Montrose;
County Commissioner Stevens, of Susquehanna;
A. P. Stevens, Justice of the Peace, of Great
Bend, also the signature of the deceased father
of William F. Hallman, General Manager of the
Delaware, Lackawanna & Western Railroad,
and others, The prisoners wers taken from
Montrose to Scranton late Saturday night,
where they were commiitled to prison in de-

fault of bail. -

Susplclons Aroused,
| Btreet & Smith's Good News,]
Welghbor—What a nice, big express wagon
your papa has bought you?
Boy (gloomily)—I wish he’d got me a littler

one.
“Why?"

“I'm 'fraid he’ll want me to baul something i

with this”
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